FREELANCING:

MAKING THE
LEAP
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LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP

So you're thinking of going freelance?

you won't die



SAFETY FIRST

| can’t stress this enough. For the love of all that's holy, don’t leap without a safety net!

Most of the advice you'll see says make sure you have 3 months worth of rent and bills etc saved

up in your piggy bank as a financial buffer, in case things are slow-going for a while. | say that’s too low!
Store up a minimum of 5 months worth, because you never know when a global pandemic might come
along to rain on your financial parade. I'm thanking my lucky stars | did that, because now | have the

peace of mind of knowing | can outlast this unexpected downturn if I'm really struggling for work.

So save those pennies!

If you haven't got it already, Monzo is a great way of managing your personal finances and saving
money. | particularly love their round-up pots. And it’s free! Check it out at monzo.com

(I'm not on commission!)
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YOURSHOP WINDOW

Whatever your freelance business is, you'll probably need a website.

Wix Squarespace

Wordpress

Bluehost Office 365



YOUR FIRST GIGS

Maybe this is obvious to you, but just in case - your first paid jobs as a freelancer will

be from people you already know.

It makes total sense when you think about it, you already have a relationship with those people, they
trust you, and so are more likely to give you money for your expertise when you're just starting out. I'm
very grateful to my friends and ex-colleagues who've supported me on the freelance journey so far. You
know who you are. So, see what opportunities could lie with who you already know, you don't know what

connections they may have.
Luckily everyone I've worked with so far have been model clients, paid on time etc etc - but a word to

the wise, always do your due diligence with paperwork once money is involved. It could save you a

lot of headaches and upset down the line if things don’t go quite as smoothly.
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GROW WHO YOU KNOW!

Love it or hate it, the next tip is... networking!



WHQO'S THE BOSS?

You are!

| actually liked my old boss a lot, but | like my hew one even more! (well, most of the time...)
Being your own boss is a breath of fresh air, you can work when you want, where you want and how

you want! But don'’t be mistaken, it's a double-edged sword. As your own boss, you are

solely responsible for your success. If you screw up, that's on you, there's no manager to hide
behind.

Be strict with yourself and your time, hit your deadlines, be nice to your clients.
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HELLO YOU!

Time to discover those new interests!




THAT'S ALL FOLKS!

That's all from me for now. Obviously this is far from a comprehensive guide to freelancing, but

| hope you've got something useful in these few tips from my experience so far.

If you're keen to find out more about freelancing, or finding a direction, | would highly recommend
reading Marianne Cantwell's straight-talking and inspirational ‘Ee A Free Range Human’. It's easily worth

more than the fiver it's selling for on Amazon right now.
You can find me on Instagram @pixel.catcher, or you can email andy@pixelcatcher.co.uk.

I'd love to hear from you if you've got your own stories of freelancing, or if you've got any other questions

not covered here.
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